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The first issue ~f Diserate L/”\ \ '\lt“
was, withrut malice afrrathrught ~n my ot - AN i
part, ~verlruded with pretry: N~ item .
failed t~ receive appr~baticn from ~ne '\ )
s~urce ~r «brther, but ~n the ~ther L " Y
hund, there was very little yeal en- . 2l ™ (; .
thusi.sm ub~ut any ~f the pretry. 2

Never ~ne t~ ignrre the Vrice of
My Fublic, in this issuve pretry

i3 at o minimum, «nd we have

g~ne all ~ut f~r art, Art, aht,
and peekshzs. The intent is

still tr carry "material ~f
gener«1l interest", and crmments
therc~i will be sincerely apprecie
ated.

The dqngling wdverbisl in the
peragraph zbeve is ~ne ~f thrss extra
things which Discrete attcmpts t~ sup supply
f~r the discriminating in its wudiencs.
With~ut charge, ~f crurse.

Columns are

gtill n~pen frr c~ntributicns ~f any kind, : Jk ‘-\”g;é““
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FANT OMaS

Few bocks which narrate the course of a major change in society have
been succegsful in the historico-literary sense; Gibbon and Prescott re-
main the only men who, having set out to tell the whole story of an era,
have dome so to the satisfaction of the critical reader, and though such
books as Ten Days That 3hook The Werld retain tepical interest and the
sceoniums of officlals whe find themselves depicted in a favorable light,
in the end it is to books cof a different class that we must turn for
historical illuminaticn: those which deal definitively with cne small
sigelight, of which a window is made. .

The metamcrphosis of the heroic
is ope Buch window. Kipling's "thin red line" extended cnly as far as
the edges of a single battle; Cyril Kernbluth, in ®The Cere," chese to
make of it a general path, "the herces' way," rather than the attenua-
ted X_which marks socme Spot, Fer us, that line begins at Berwulf, 5

€0~
wulf is Germapmic. Like the herces of the Nibelungenlied, the Edda, and
the Kaulavela, he is created by magnificaticns he has the strength of
ten men, the integrity cf a hundred, the crurage of a thrusaad. He is
the criginal Uebermensch, demnnstrably better than his fellnrws, grown
tul ler thrrugh the agencies ~f a sort of literary bicycle pump., In this
musno is the embrye ~f the battle herc and the divinely appcinted king ~f
a later feudalismi he appears again, in readable English, in Malory's
Sir Galahad, mrral superman who totes with him, like a crcktail shaker,
a Grail frrm which he is tr~ abstemi~us te drink.

But Malcry is post-
feudal, and in his wrrk the vast figures have lecst their naivete; if the
human attributes have besen enlarged, expanded, s-me ~f the less pleas-
ant ocnes must als~ have grown. It is Malery's Gallic inheritance - Wag
fet forth in 4he french Brke® - to make these men ~f the Roupd Table
giganticully fallib.e as well as gigantically strrng and cruragenus,
and thus beside the Parnagsian imbroglirs of the others Sir Galahad sap-
pears puny. He is a Germanic hernj his merely-human size faults dim-
inish him, At the denruement ~f 1o Merte d'Arthur it is Sir Gawaine whe
emerges, crafty, nearly am~ral, matter-nf-fact, with cnrurage born of
reascn, faith ~f expediency, «nd the unruffled dignity of a man with a
sense ~f humrri it is this archetype up~n which the whcle vast plnt-
structure turns, and 8% 4s with Gawaine's last letter - truly an hercic
d~cument, invested with the nnrbility ~f the ordinarily-unheroic man in
« crisis «~ it is throrugh the arrival nf this letter that the Arthurian
crsm~8 is rescued frrm the crmprehensive Valhalla-burning tec which 8
Germanic hero (Galahad) wculd have drrmed it.

And it iz this archetype
which, thr~ugh Tamburlaine, prrduced Cassius, the mrst perfectly human
humaen being in literature, His is in essence a grnd-like figure. No
guch humanity ever walked, nrr cculd anycne call Shakespeare a realist,

This man is a real her~, certainly, and deliberately rpprsed tr the
slightly vapid grail-prlishing nobility ~f Brutus; but his uglinesses,
like his beauties, have undergrne an apnrthecsis.

: ‘ Rabelais prrduced tho
lagt of these figures., In m~dern times cnly rne crmparable hern is
findable, Sinclair Lewis' Babbitt; and this sutiric archetype already

(Peteleaot. tr pa 19)
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In the durkened rer~nm,

In the hesitunt silonces,

Suave thrrat, svelte threat,

Sweur me n~ flicker s~ng, no

Swrrn-crren vernality ~f the ud-man days.

Stir int~ his streamlined tr~ugh

The stomp-rhythm crusts ~f vertic.lity;
Thrust f~rth madem~iselle fingors

4And push fer him the up-buttrns.

He will brgrd the express
Apd the last strp is the right hund ~f the Almighty.

= Rrboert W, Lowndes
d d

FPOUR VARIATICNS O A YELL-FiNOWN THEME
(Reprinted from Supplement t~ Fruturian Hrme J-ubal # Twolve)

I- ¥aesgtran
Ag the tull =nd graci~us Karen Tmdem made her uppearance
up~n the spouker's platf~rm, the or~wd sprang tr its feet, reuring
"Ungaby! Ungebyi" in a mighty cnrllective sh~ut, und waving s myriad
~{ b.pners. The cundidate smiled end waited f~r the uprrar tr sub-
side « little, the while stepping t~ the rrstrum; then, hitching up
her diapers, she spcke., . . )

II-. Adugin
Iaodies and Gentlemen rf the rudi~ audienge, I wish ynu
c~ruld be with me t~ sce the terrible des~latirn ~f this little BEmdan
t~wn, As I drive by in my Mark-III $ank, I cun see t~ ~ne side and
the ~ther a th~rusand prssessi~ns scattered at randrom abrut me, und
here und there the villugers squat discrnsnrlutely in the ruins ~f
their trrusers. . . -

III - Marche 8Slav
The wind h~wled and mruped as l1ittle Kerensky BEmdearff
went thr~rugh the streets, diapers dragging, hrlding ~ut & f~rl~rn
little bundle ~f matches., "Pleuse, sir," she suld, “Wen't y~u buy
s~me? If I d-~n't sell them ull, my mnther bsats mo when I get h~me. ."

IV - Gircr8~
a8 the crewds mill in the streets, a distent drrne is heard
in the Tast, and after « mrment « mighty frrm lr~ms ~n the hrriz-~n,
It is the Karen, mujestic mrnarch ~f the sky, diapers whirling, fly-
ing in tight swagtike f~rmati~n with itself. Thunder ~f apprebutirn
ar~ng the assembled Futurianse '

== Jim Blish
i A
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FAIRY TALE

(nce upon a time, you understand, there was a goblin
named Jones. Jones was a good law=abiding goblin, well-liked by
everybody, but there would be times, of an evening when Jones and
his friends were well into their thimbles, when Jones' face would
suddenly go long and meurnful and he would get up and go away with-
out a word tc anyone. ' Jones, you see, was unhappy on account of his
name. All the ether gobling had names like Flnhymrrgloffawhstnik or
Yoddlsnfprastimor or even Ysrshmybbynsrdtmomby III. And Jones tried
to bear up under it, but more and more as the years went by, he got
tc feeling that he couldn't stand it any longer.

One morning when he wug feeling purticularly low, a
friend of his came up with snother goblin and ssid, *Jones, I want
you to mect Prrrtschyllbybraddleuaddleaddlefleetensetenschutzgraben-
shortbreadski." _

Jones felt u big hard sob come up into his throat. 9That
does it," he said, and he threw down his tools and walked struight
dewn the shop, kicking beetles out - of his way and trampling onh daisies,
until he cume to the foreman. “Chief," suid Jones, "I cun't take it
sny mere., I gotta huve my name changedo

The forem-n locked gruve, Y%¥ell -- uh -- Jones," he said,
"] appreeciate how you fesl, but there's no precedent for it, y'know.
I'm a8 brecadminded as unybody, but trudition is tradition, and where
would we be if everybedy sturted changing their names? Anarchy,
that's what we'd huve, '%Why, the whole system would gec to pieces.®

Theiu he lccked at Jones and suW that a lurge tear Was
trickling down his cheask, "Well new," he went en uncemfertaoly,
den't take ~n sc, Jrpes. Tell you what I'll do. I'll call for =
meeting ~f the unirn and we'll put it up teo the whrlc membership.
How's that?!

8r they culled all the gnblins nf the Milk-Sourer's Unicn
trgether in & big smphitheatre, und the feroman strrd up wnd said,
"Fellrw wrrkers, we grt an unusuval prrblem befrre us teduy, This
g~blin, name ~f Jrnes, wunts t~ change his name. It's &gainst
cust~m, but yru g~t tec admit he's grnt & case there., Hrw about let-
ting him change his nam¢ t~ Smith?"

The grolins muttered together and then, ~ne by r~ne, they
grt vp and talked ab~rut it, s~me speaking up f~r Jrnes apnd ~thers
agoainst. After ab~ut a8 half-hrur it seemed @as if the prc-Jrneses
ware iu the maj~rity, becausc Jrnes wag a grnrd worker and had lnts
~f friends. But just then @ nasty little grblin in green pants g-t
up and said, "Just a minute! I hrid u L~t nf _talk trday abaut hrw
dis J~nes is a gr~d wriker, but he d~n't lo~k like e~ much t~ me, I
bat I can s~ur mnre milk in a minute dan he can 1o an hrur}l® ’

: Instantly there was turmoil, ending in shruts ~f %Centest!
Contest!" Sr tw~ huge brwls ~f undrured milk were brrught up t~ the
stage and & circle was cleared ar~rund them frr the trial t~ take place.
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The grblin in the green pants stepped up first, with a
cenfident sneer, and made his passes over the milk. Joneg' heart
sank withip him as he watched, because the nasty little goblin was
really pretty goocd. In less than @ minute the gurface of the milk
had hardcned to a wrinkled scum, with green and purple spots.

Jones felt like running away and hiding, but then he took
ncld of himself, "Jones," he said firmly, "be a gobliul® And he
¥alked up to the seccnd beowl of milk, :

e e But, alas} he was still too nervous, for he had hardly
begun when he made a herrible mistake, ¢n his secrnd pass, instead
~f sticking out his-left pinky, he stuck cut his right pinky. He
knew there was no use geing on, but he finished his pasaes anyway,
and then stond locking missrably at the bowl. The milk had not
srured at all. Instead, it got thick and creamy, and freost began
tr form on the ~utside of the bdbowl, '

. , The grblin in the green pants laughed long and loud. YIrrk
‘at dati® he said. ®"An' dis guy calls hipself a milk seurerl Why, it
ain't even -- ® He dipped his finger derisively inte the bewl, locked
at the bleb of gre curiously, then tusted it. "Hey, what is dis?"®

he sgid sl~wly, “It's -- it's grod!"

The ~ther gnblins crrwded arcund, each cne sticking a
fipger in and tasting the new crnooctirn, There wore rising murmurs
~f appreciutirn, ond finally there were 8~ many g~blins trying %t~ get
at the brwl that the uni~n ~fficiuals had t~ line them up end limit
them strietly t~ rne dab apiece.

The foremub oeme last, und when he hud had his, he cried,
“It’s like ige, and it's like cream -- it's fce creami? ~

®ANd J~nes -- I geun Smith -- mude it}¥ cried the
~ther grblins. %YIrng live Smithi" .

Sec they eleatsd Smith President ~f the Uni~n (cnly he
sturted spelling his name Smythe, und dured anybody t~ make srmething
~f it) und he lived happily ever ufter. And that's wll I kn~w abrut
the strry. '

-- damen knight

i
N e

udian Fand 7o & # P. 14,"A Cynidewlistic Crneept ~f
. Fand~m - An Answer tn Holden Blackwell," dy ¥red Baker./
"In the first grrva, (fen of secientific 1nterest¥ y~u & f4ind persrns
wh~ are led thru the rrmuntic and imaginative teles ~f pseud~-science
t~ be interested in the factuul side of it, They are n~t deluded .
astc beleive »f stf stories any mrre thun that they stimulete imerest
-nd ‘imaginati~n in such, as wus ~nge the s~culled purprse ~f stf when
the scientific quiz depurtments eprang up in the pulp mags. Vary few
=re led .t~ the arms rf scionce thry this as fans are pronec t~ be
¢g-tistic«l and dis~rgunized. WN~tuable exceptinne t~ this rule ure
such scientists and technicians as E., E. Smi th, J~hn %. Campbell,
Drpald Wollhedm, Willey Ley, and muny tecnifans ~f lessor note,"
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(What appears ~p che upper half ~f this puge is o small foretaste of
the type of thing I intend te put in Scttisier when I get it really
sturted, but due to lack of timse and centributiocns I cannot ccnsider
thts as the inavguraticn of the department, Incidentally; Judy's
picture_landed cn this page by sheer chance,)

S
$§j§A771< : _
w0 ;
B - wished the lieuteuunt would quit staring at her. After
all.she deserved -a little privacy in this sad hour cf utter heart-
ache." -- (Feb. 45 Gay Love, Heart in Waiting, by India Frances

Braden.) I effer you my thyroid and my sympathy, Patty,

| Lo » 2 7" " John B.
Michel was heard by reliable witnesses, including the writer; teo
state - and firmly, too - that certain Russiun scientists have cen-
structed a medel of an iufinite universe. NO COMMENT.

o W . ®Apologies
to Nerman ‘'F. Stanley feor cur having listed him in the last VA as
Norman A, Staubnley. We were cobvicrusly thinking of Norman A,
Knight, cne of cur faverite scribes in the pseudeo-scionce field."
(Lowndes in Vanguard amateur, ILLI.) Ncrman L. Knight?

Ch, obvinrusly.

Traced by
the Emdecn
and aprlogies
are hereby
rffered tn

A quick JZ -and dk.

sketch of
Judy 2Zissman
made by
Futuria's
nwR
artist,
damon
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The greensr the grass

OQutside Dresden (thirty-four miles, as I recall; Spitzwald
is on no map, and doesn't deserve to be) we struck the black
beer for the first time. Mainacht in southern Germany is like
rcthing else, anywhere else. I carried back little of it ex-
cept a memery of a4 session in a compartment on the Brenner-
‘Berlin Bxpress, and a hunt for the black beer acrcss the Sax-
on border.

I was sixteen, We were none of us much over that, BExcept
for der Am‘ker (ms), we were from the Textile school outside
Hildesheim in Pomerania, near encugh to cities like M#inchen
and N8rnberg to expect our beer in Msasen, We sat down and
ordered the equitable number of beers, 'We got them in the A-
merican oversize, 12 ounce glassesj they were black emough,
but they looked a little nigegardly. We had been near Bavar-
ia - wo began tc yap for a Maaskrug, a full liter apiece.

They had ncne; but over the kegs, as in American bars, was
a shelf-load of decorative steins.

, "Was i8' dort dr¥ben?® Maxl demanded, pointing to the two-
liter medel.

I drank one. After thut I think we drove scmewhere else.
I doen't remsmber, and neither does he. T-8uppcBe' wé drove-
somewhere else, lcoking for something better, scmething bet-
ter in the line c¢f beer, quantity, cities, girls, aecents, cor
Yoads to drive rn. Then I came hrme. Six yczrs age last month
Maxl fellrwed, thrugh I missed him-until last year.

We're still l~nrking,

« Mareus Lycns
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BRCOCD C©F THE
DARK M0 D - - Reminiscences

II - Parullax

Buster Sunduy ~f last yeur (windewsg thrown ~pen cnce
m~re tc the mrist air, and the trees wearing sudden green) Jumes
Jlish was moved t~ write o preme It frllewss

Crnsecrutirn nf Certuin Clruds

Freydis; an ~men 4
decidurus s~ftly ~n a later deity's
Manhattan springg

The bedr~ck presgsed

dedicate with traceries, the entrails
~f the lust yeur's pr~phecy,

and the lcast year's,

and the lasts

less f~rtunate.

Freydiss ~ur h~ping, '
ancient wnd frredcomed, pierce n~tj
blegs ocur h~uses.

Inscribed therern was "Kidd, Judy, D~c und me gewidmet."
Sh~rtly ufter, Hrc «nd Jim m~ved int~ Bl~wndsh, and Judy and I t~~k
up what wus intended t~ be . few mruths' residence in a tenement
bl~ck fr~m the Huds~n.

Music, buttressed by the gently bourgecis atmosphere of
appliqued curtusins, Axminster rugs, overstuffed armchuirsj pervuded
by the delicate cdor of hydreogen sulphide whenever Curfew (a small
c.t described by Blish hopefully but in vuin as Formed Stool Ccnway)
ate eggs; enlivened by miner buttles us Blackout struggled manfully
agsinst the encrruchment of the kittens and cats which cellect con
Blish like lint; pierced by the fuintest hint of lye - or is it
Lysol? - as Lowndes mukes his prefubricated coffee in the kitchen;
cbligatoed by rim-shots ef typewriters -- but alwauys music. Thé
joint record librury is cne cof the largest, and in some fields mest
comprehensive, of privately-owned collecticnss .Blowndsh, daily at
five, resocunds to the clumer of the alarm clock; and there is a.mad
dash for garbuge pails und wastebaskets, the contents of which must
be flang dewn the dumbwaiter shgft before it is closed again at five-
thirty. It is recorded that, curried away by this invigorating scens,
Henry Scstman cmnce flang » cat down the uir shaft., ®*Qutside of things
like that,”" says Jim meurnfully, "pradically nothing ever happens at
Blewndsh, that's printable,?..It is noted in the ninth issue of
Fouturian Home Journul that the Futurian Sewing Circle and Mothers'
Club is werking furicusly ecn a cross-stitch sampler which will have
an heraldic device cof black cat rampant on « bed of roses, surrousded
by « delicutely interweven berder of becr und gin bottles, over the
mette, ®Ged Bless Our Dwelling Machine," «nd i% is regrettable that
Bl~rwndsh will prrbably succumb tr the dissclutir~n which threatens.
befrre this werk of art is ever completed,..The musical truditinn
will bg car;ied ~n, howaver, us Lowndes and Blish descend frem the
mrnastic heights ~f 325's fifth flrnr, tn g~ their separate ways,
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Purullax is scmething elso ugaln, and

tr paraphrase 4

famrus paraphrase, the werd brurgecis is not to be menticned in the

Same breuth as the wrrd Parallax.

The dwelling crnsists ~f twe

purgllel apartments, abrut equally distributed as far aaz ssnitary
fucilities g~ - bathtub in ~ne upartment and an enthrrned cemmrde
in the eother - and each cemprising large front room, two small inner

r~ems, and a kitchen at entrance-end.

Judy's two-and-a-half year old daughter, Merril,

who se

Spriugy gclden curls earned her the name of Tendrils Counway, and

the Tmden teén-menth-old daughter, Karen Anne,

whose propensity for

late heurg far cutdees that of her mother's caueed her to be named.

Deadly wnightshade, shared a joint nursery.

Cld Norse saga, Peter Rapit,
ch page 5 of this Digcrets.

to be found

uu.u#

The two children and
their respective mothers mude
up the permanent pcpulation
of Parallax until T "y
Karen was de- / VoL
ducted from ey
the agsemblagse, /

at which time ¢ //{ ,pw\
rocm arrange- y . P
ment under- PN B
went radical /7 f /}/’,,
changes, the // : //. 4
gxact detajls / / f
cf which are u» / ;
hardly ,5 / *
pertinent 11 g i
te this f,;, i /
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nistory.
Suffice

it te say
triat the
fleating
pecpulatien
nf Parallax
is without

(n one wall of the
nursery, damrn knight drew the mural reproduced below,
and cn whether the touching pursuit scene from the

@

Ny, e

§Cod't prec. col.)
estabIishments.

All of Futu-
ria regardsd as
its own, individu-
ally and collective-
ly, thig eight-roem
palace umeng tene-
mantag.
Bturally,
in such an off-
truil set-up,
parties became
the order of the
day. Frequent
dinners and .
drinking bouts have
taken their place
in the puarticipants'
memories of the:
kistoric summer of

” : { / ) 1945; space limita-
“rubt one - / / tions prevent details

of the toA w / P on any of these affairs,
larpest W \§ ! { but sites ¢f famous but-

in ths [T o tles and engugements can
annals of i N LA P be indicated as a quick
small co-op } H U ‘Egyr i8 made.

?gzitve k I~ Many of
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the mest thoroughly enjoyed affairs took place at hangover hcuse,

the earlier Zissman residence on Greenwich St. (where the flecors
slanted, «nd the wulls moved), «nd the Emden menage, hangover outhcuie
uptewn, on 46th.8t. Feuturian Heme Journaul was undertaken.as a weék y
publicaztion on the 8th ~f Februury, and the amalgamation_dxd.uot tuke
place until April.

Regarding the Jjrint Zissman-Tmden part@es as the beginniug
cf Parallax, rather thun the physicul fuct nf meving iute and naming of
787 Washingten St., that first issue of Fouturian Home Journzl was 3
milestene. The preject nf retelling the story of .thrse ‘hulcyon days
culi best be dene by presenting selected quetati~nsg from FHJ. Here
inserted is the cart~rn strip crntributed by damen knight tr the
first issue, as reprrduced by Bmden, und alsc in that first issue
(The Clagsified Issue)
werc the .frllrwing:
(Under Pers-~nals)
"Laney, Come h~me
«t ~nce, All is
f~rgiven,

ackerman.,
Nestern papers please
crpy." . . . and

278
_3}%;£gi _
Eg /mmw

(Under Female Help Wanted) "Fun, femule, 6-8, pers~nality, -ttractive,
fill niche In Arisians, apply Wellheim, Queenz.® . . . (Under Mule
Help W.nted) "Gunslinger, feurless, expert drygulcher tm eliminate
HGEEQEES. A Job with a future! URGENT apply R W Lowndes." . . . "Ne-
m.n, 6Xperienced buttling yes-men., D2 NOT apply in pers~n. D, Wrll-
heir (lust be free tn travel.)® There was -alsc a plaintive nntae

struck in the sgrny crluma, with lrud ple.s for an unubridged dicticn-
al¥y, =2a0d two baby-sitters.

Feb 1565 " ., a pleasant time was had by all. The evening
was gnt ~ff t~ un excellent start cver a macar~ni-uwlld-ham cagsernrle.
L. T. Shaw, the mun rf destiny, proved himself an invaluable zid in
the smallar details of kitchenry-crrkery, and then immersed himself
in a seri~us study ~f the recent philrscphical publicatirn, Timebinder.
Frrm time t~ time, Shaw was rbserved tr grunt, ®%Qbscenityi'R, W, Lowndes
wept cmpi~usly ~ver the dishes in the sink, thus mirasculmusly cleaning
them..,The assembled crmpany engaged in a swift and brief game nf .
prker, which culminated ian c~rffee, und an impremptu lecture on sere-
nsutics delivered by the fumed aviation authrrity, Kurt Coogay."

M~st ~f the sceduled dinnors frllrwed the same pattern -
ﬁpqh‘fjﬂd, generally rw.ther gn~g frrd, at that, and much croversgation,
Pg?sqeu%ilg;l%tlcgi urguments engaged in jnintly and severally by
RS-} eim gsmun, Michel, - n i ~
culle 5 feuture iater nn,’but the’ irlioangtimes Tlsic W piheim, be-

. earlier dipn .
micible affairs, T dinners Weri all ruther )
Contéd. naca 20
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Catalogue for 1945-46

HUMAN ITIES
Department of English

Lit B (2 or) The Dirty Parts in Finnegans Wake
Prof, Knight

Dopartment of History
Soc 4 (3 cr) Burke's Peerage; The Browder Revision
. Prerequi alto: .natomy 1, (Sooc 5, the Bster Thoorem, end Soc 6, The
Wollheim Illumination, not given 1945-46.)
Prof, Cohon

Soa.?-.,gl cr) . Merx Trisectcd
Miss Baltcr (Highchair of Sociology)

o Dopartment of Oomparativo Rcligion
Rcel 3 (2 or) &pplied Mirscles
' . Requircd toxtss "Des Kapitel," "If This Gocs On - ", and "The Coming
dincrican Fasoism,”
Dr. 7ollhcim

Rcl 5 (no cr this term) Abstcmlousncss undor Ghu
Dr., Michel®

SC IENCES
Dopertmcnt of ZoBlogy
700 104 (4 or) Mammals, amd How To Ignoro It
(Graduatc studcnts only.,)
Mrs Zissman

UNIVERS ITY EXTINSIG
Ur 21 (1 cr) J'a Forcshortoncd Courso in JAppliocd Holystoning
Reguirod toxts "Two Wocks Beforc the Maat“
liort ician’ s Mato Shaw
- OGIBERVATORY - o & T e
Mus P (2 or) Buraorg Chents, Gont?apunftal énd antip onal g
Cantus firmuss "Jow, WOW, WOw7,"
Dr, Blish

No classos mcoting in the Women's Oollcgo this wimter, Junior Prom Chairman Bm-
den hos snnouncod this sotivity diecontinued . Other oxtrecurricular activitios wn-
dor Dr. Lomndcs® tutolagc,

*On sabbatical,
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— /\ Ii DISCHRETICHNS 1. - Vagrant Thrughts snd a
Rundrm Qurtati~n
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Inasmuch us the qurtatirn stunds
by iteelf this issue - D2 one geems te have put
e nimeelf ~ut t~ De very clever in my hearing in
. /\\/%\ the pust few mrnths, ~I even very quntuble - I

/N shull begin with it, It would be diff icult to
reproduce the gensation I felt whedn damon looked
up from & gketch and delivered nimself of one cf

-— \
~J
\‘:,
25
~
////

Lo those evilly cryptic yomarks of his. 9Your face
S~ couldn't gc:svesi.bl;g,‘o he remarked conversaticpally,
1 wpe shaped like that.®
A The reaction to Basil and
. the Lien ranged fyom incredulcus to an outright

denial cof its fuctunl basis. May 1 state hers
that with the exception of the incident of the
dropped "d" ip drape (which happened, put tc some-
one else) the story is absolutely true, as it
) ~stands. .
\ Redic commentators nash and rehash end-
; lessly the meuger “program” available on classical
: { music, adbd ipasmuch as Richard Strauss wrote @
/ \ . pumber cf tone-poems which are standard radio
1 repertory affairs, 1 have come to agsoclate him
- . in my mind with the term progran music. Recent
\ 4 , ‘apnd frequent references to Strauss as & "hireling
aricdN of the Nazis" and 8 musical propagapdist for Nazi
. 1 theory gave rise to a labored pua and a passich-
I:‘_ P COUt ate conviction. It ig true that he made his
%f’,,,_—-—» living under that regime and turned out good work
and a couple of aboeminaticns on government order
put surely it is obvious to the most unthinking

that ne political theory cculd, by the very pnature

- . of the mediuvm, be taught, gupported, OT furthered

by either the notatiecn or the performaince of this music. Cenvictions
music cannot convey political thought. Puls Strauss did oot write

pogrom muaic.

Anothoer and 1gs8 ‘important aspect of the questions 0RO
mere truly can it be gaid that gtrause wrote program music. It is
known that he msde uBs of “"progrem® as & fromework from which to com-
cosa, but pot a8 & crutech for the listener. The programmatic material
goes into the discerd as sood us the composition is completed and hus
po further ipterest for anyoneé, ipasmuch as the pusic now Buys all
that thoere is to 88y. The unfair und inf initely repetitious practice
of trotting out the scaffolding adds nothing to the architecture cf
.ny musical werk I _have ever heard.

Corollary thoughts dcwn with

radic wpnouncers. :

cne evening last winter Lewndes and 1 whiled away
the night by compiling a 1ist of music which would bg entertaining
.nd/ecr instructive for the very young listener. The list beganl with
licther Geese Suite, Carniv.l of the Apimils, Gaites Parisiennes, The
Flea, Nutcracker guite, Children's Corner Suite, Age cf Gold, Night
on Bzld Mcuntain, Sorcerer's Apprentice, Things tc Come suite, and
Z-patesde (the swift vielin scle by Surusate which is the fuverite
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~f ~pe three-year-cld I knew). Do you have any additions to suggest
for such a list, or any reusons to offer why ~ne nf our choices is
erhe a geed cne? ' o K -
Perheps pet goe Y~u will nete that Adventures in a Carpenter,
by Jrhn Alden Perambulater (authentics as spornerized by a WQXR an-
n~uncer) is omitted, for reascns which shruld be cbvicus. :
‘ ' ' IR There are
perhsps thirty mere nsmes ~n ~ur cwn list, but I am n~t presenting
them here, both beccuuse it is tcco lengthy and because I wculd rather
see several spesific suggestions from reuders and see if any of them
had alse cccurred te us, ibasmuch as the list is being put tc immedi-

,te and prectical use by three sstes of parents, :
' : ‘ The rash of inasmuches

sprtting this department is ancther ~ne ~f those extre things. irthing
but the best for Discrcte's rcaders! :
: ' _ It is probably needleas t~ say
that mr8t ~f the sketches in this issue ure nriginally by dam~n knight,
as crpled and srmetimes amended by Emden. Crntents pugo gketchas of

me were made during a music sessicn at Blowndshj Peter Rapit adorns
~pe wall ~f r~uy dining re~m (which used tr be the nursery), end The
Gnrse was ~n an~ther wall ~f the same rrrm. The Martiun B- -8crut
ho-diug ~ff this sectirn appeurs ~n the d~~r te that ro-~m, and ipus-
much (dividend)) as it is druwn over severul panels it has s peculiar
wavering wppearance in the ~riginal, like s~mething seen thrrugh
water. The Trudasterl appears ~n the uppropriate wall of the int-

size (Zissman says y~u shruld maybe muke it @ pint und a h.1f) pissolr.

2. - Excerpt fr~m a letter written August 1, by Fran laneys

W, . & comment or twe might not be amise. Generally spesking, I'd
csll. it abrut ave.uge =-- neither cutstundingly gr~d n-r cutstandinogly
bad. Prssibly the best thing in the issue was -the delightfully masty
crack abrut Bilbo; it at lesst surpassed Lowndes' prems. Of the l~nger
pieces, yrur ~wn was easily the best, though it seams t~ me t~ suffer
s mewhat thrrugh n~t fulfilling the pr~mise ~f srmething terrific built
gp ip the first page ~r s~., At least I felt let dewn -- after all
this buildup and pulaver the nld guy just gave the li~n t~r much
sleepjuice. I trust you will refrain fr-m agking me h~w I w~uld have
ended this tale, siuce I am utterly blabnk ~n the eubject. (I'm us=
suming that it is ficti~n, and thut the preliminary squib was merely
in the intersvsts ~f verisimilitude.) Knight's 3 int~ the Fleshp-ts

I th~ught atr~cirus, mrre f~r the underktying uttitude than for the
cxecuti~n, Thie glee at drugging people nut nf the happy tenor of
their ways wad intr Futuria secms untoward. . . If a jazzman might
remark in passing abrut the recrrd discussi~ns,... It strikes me that
if ~ne is gring tr make a fetish ~f the mechznical quality ~f the re-
crrding he is missing ter much music. Unless the record has serious
flaws -- such as cracks or badly worn spots -- the tiny amount of
surface noise in the average recording and the inconsiderable short-
comings in tone fidelity should scarcely be any more annoying or dis-
tracting than the extraneous noises at an in-the-flesh performunce.
and, as someone points cut, the avcruge record player probably is in-
capable of giving a cempletely adequate rendition eof any record. In
jazz, of course, this problem is just one of those things one puts

up with., Aside from the utterly rotten récordingz jobs on many labels
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such us Gennett, Puramount, und purticularly (censidering their recent
issues) the blue label Vocalions; one is glad engugh to get & rere and
choice o0ld dise, even if it does have « crack goiug pop-pop-pop for
half the record, and = particularly rasping gritty scraping noise
where the shellac is worn through. Of couree, if one has a recorder
be cub m:ke a dubbing which will screen out some of the worst features,
but these home-grown discs aren't very good either. '
o , "1 purposely left
Cn Pamphleteering and Puberty until the last, It makes plenty of
scnse . insofar as pamphleteering is concorncd, but the remarks on fan
-ud -muteur publishiug not only fail to approuch validity but are an
actu-1:insult both to the field &8 a whole und to the editor whibh
published them, It is true ceacugh thut a very limited few fanzines,..
have been experimental...and also fur too many fanzines are egcboo,
pura «nd simple.

“Where Knight slips up, in my opinien, is his fail-
ure te reccgnize the legitimacy of fan publishing as @ hebby. If cne
"is willing to admjt the pluce in adult life of hebbies and extra-work
interests, then he must be willing to admit fan publishing te that
place. It cun be wbused, ~f course.

"If Knight and others whe sceff
4t the adults whe publish fanzines are unprcecpared te admit te the
value of a hebby, then there is little tc be said. & hobby is its
rwh eénd... Scme pecple feel that they must raticnulize any spare-time
«ctivity, and m.ny of the fan editecrs wh~ fecl their pcopguns arxe canocn
fall inte this categery.

. "As for me, I'm quite happy with my popgua.
I can handle it, and I doubt my prrwess with « 169 pnaval rifle, par#a
ticularly in the crnfines of . five-rcom bungulew. Fab publishing
«nd ullied pursuits ure « crmplete c~ntrust tr my job, and as.-far us
I cun see I have abrut as well-balanced und varied a life as a mun
cruld ask for. I have be illusicns as te the cesmic impnrtance of
a magazine with a circulation ~f 200,..%

3. = Through Vunguard with DDT-Gun und Micrescnpe

As a whrle, the mailing secmed tr me te be srmewhut of piddling
affuir. Therc were n~ publicatirns which were nutstanding ~n mnre
th.n ~be crunt, aud ssveral which were ~utstanding rn cne count alrne,
all lmb.lance great encugh tc invalidete their materiul t~ a greaut ex-
tent, and there wus a majority of dull ~fferings.

Since the mnight
the Gothic APA was first sketched for me in mid-winter of the year
which is now druwing to @ cloge, I have heard much gum-beating to the
cffect that (1) the irresponsible child let loose with stencils &ng
mimee falls victim to elephuntiasis of the funzine, and becomes both
(a) long-winded and (b) boring, and (2) review of reviews of reviews
is a pointless pructice und coutributes nothing of vulue, I swallowed
beth of these stutements with very few protests, since I was (although
an cld fun) a newcomer to the field of smateur publishing. At gresent
I.shculd like teo say that there is much truth in the first propgsiticnp
witheut questien, but thet it is not only the irresponsible ycruger
clement which puts out lengthy and undummied publicuticns, and thut I
n-ve often found long und {nformsl publicutions to be of greut interest;
{ shculd like to see a much larger proporticn of them in Vanguard.

With

r2gard te the secand point, RVL poipted out to me the fuot thut I hag



- -eam  meen co et eeerem e e e was s %t e e as . mmeee  mm—— mem swte w  semems  wsbeas ot e mae

R TOTE S U S R S Aol S S S '/ 2 LTS N
fuiled to muke zny censtructive criticism of geverul publications, and
hid simply remwrked that I liked them. I put the question tc the
rewders of this maguzine: 1s & simple commendaticn of a publication
which hus eptuiled » great desl of l.bor on scmebedy's part not a
better wund more friendly sction (and cbe more ip keeping with the
ourpose of the orgunization incidentally) than = button-lipped passing-
cver of that which does not inspire a paragraph of argument? I do
hc.rtily advocate a brief mention at least in every publicaticn of
every publication in the previpus mailing, with cocmments when called
for by content only. I think a thorough analysis is often unnecessary,
but I think a shert evaluation is & signpost for growth and change, a
nexlthy part eof such an organization's functicning, and just plaib
common courtesy to boot.

and I proceed with u complete review of the
mailing; since it was pot a very goed one, a majority of the comments
will probably ba lukewarm yesses and tepid noes - and in my opinion,
esach one of them is well worth writing down. Wh.t do you think?

Sappho is the best-looking job in the m«iling, of courss, and contuaine
very nearly the most vapid mater iaul, With the exception of lowndes'
poem (which even so in this unrevised version ie only fair), the
¥ichel poem, the sscond of Bok's two poems, and a good proporticn of
Ebey's work, the meterial is pnt worth hectoing, much less the lovely
pressntation that was accerded it. The editorial is poesibly the
woerst adelescent inconsequential impertinent effusicno yet tc come out
~f the west ccast ecrntibgent. I should like tc see amother issue of
Suppho cn the lines of the fourth number which was my intrnducticn to
the magazine, and which I found to be supericr in almest every respect.
Agenbite ¢f Inwit in this lssue sinks wbcut as low ~b the
scule 48 AnI has s far munuged to doj from the phallic Desire for
Shape t¢ the secrnd and I hepe last imstullment ~f Lewndes for Presi-
dente, it is ~nly medircre. But What, Asked Pilate, is Truth? is
murked by such abertive wrrds as extendingly, «nd while it makes
sgnse is ~f nr great ccnsequence ~nhe way Or anprther. The finding
that Prund's innccence rn the treason charge convicés him of scme-
thing worse thap whut RWL calls ®gtatutary treuson® seems to me an
unvecessary belubering of a poiut and &b insclent shelviung of the
fact that Prund's pesiticn was the resscned pesitirn rf a great-and
ombittered men, wha could net ennseivably have been accused ~f stupid-
ity, «8 Lowndes genercualy allows his teader to deo if he wishes. And
except for audirevieu.l ploasure in the imagery and the characteristic
crupling ~f exuct word with exact wopd, I failed tc appreciate the
Segtman prem in that I failed tn perceive his meaning - over-all
meaning, thut is. While this cun hardly be censidered Heary's fault,
it is r~ne mrre detractien from the pleasure te be gcined frem this
issue ~f Agepbite by me.

Tumbyils hae beceme a sert of catch-all, it
w~uld seem, since the incepti~n ~f Renascence - a superirr catch-all,
grented. I sheculd like tec Bes this publicatirn's earlier excellencs,
hrwever, snd regret the visible change cf peliecy. The device cof wusing
Prund's rwn titles in the crurse of the Pound erntrcversy has been &n
effective ~ne, and as ever ~n this questirn, I have Bbn quarrel what-
secever with what y~u have to say...I liked the first twe of Hart's
croms, disliked the rest of the selectirne, and ~bject t~ the Ly~u"
h~te under the numarsl IV(wherse intent is nnt clear.) The Ly~ns 7-n-
ment at the end ~f the grrup ung~gars new excellences as I re-rcd 1t,
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4nd I had liked it very much the first time. /??2?RWL??? Dn yeou see
what I meapn, Lowndes? [inrt ~ne gahdum wrrd ~f criticism, ccnstructive
~r ~therwise, But -- high-paid perfermers ~n the radic, for iustance,
expend huge sums ~f mrney t~ unc~ver by means ~f polls as exact a
crrss=-geatirn nf public ~pinirn ~n their wrrk s presibles why shculd
we then whe are ir a prsitirn t~ rbtuin and provide praise cor condem-
pati~n .s well us intelligent criticism take advezntage of cnly the
third? Whether Jre Dilcttinte or Mary Fabp takes issue with wme ar
U2t or hag uew materiul te .dd te whet I huwe said or net; I Yeully
w.ul to know whether he or she feound it geed or not, .The wurm glow
that follews ~n praise frr werk well dene is a grnd part of the
pleasure tr be found in @muteur publishing, I think, ~r in unything
else for that matter. And I find the simple stutement that se-und-se
frund such-und-such grnd ~r interesting t~ be gond reuding tre, since
I am familiar with the work being evaluated and con (1) lewrn fascins-
ting things ubout evuluuator's churactor and (2) stack up my cpibicn
agsinst his, . In shert (rr at last, If I'm boring yru) I like reviews,
brief ~r detuiled ~nes, and I sh~uld like tr see m~re ~f them in Van-
guard; I alsec think every~ne whr has put effrrt int~ prrducing = pube-
licatin~n deserves ut least a yating ~f his effnrts by every nther
mcmberé7 The Frillcr is eusily ~ne ~f the mrst delightful things in
the meilivg. Third iu o Crrwd is fur better than The Kimble aerecnauts
f~r me, but dres n~t begin te apprruch.The Frlded snd the Quiet; mrre,
pleuse?

M~dern C-ncept is n~t a gr~d beginning f~r « new member. He
seems tr have little c-mprehensirn of the nature o~f Venguard, if this
is uny indicati~n ~f what he intends t- d~ for each mailing. The
mzterial herein is on ¢ fun level - wnd on the lowest fan level, ut
that. So it's printed, so what? Try =@«iuy; wld try a lot harder,
pleuse,

RouuscGucs hus made u good, if cne-sided, begiuning. Der
nesenkavulier is my favorite opera by long odds, and the Knocklein
m«terial is of very reul intersst. I tuke very little exception to
the Mayr performunce myself, but find your comments enlightening, and
where they define differences in interpretation, evecative. I have
cf course never seen « Vienna performance, but zm fumiliar enough
with the werk to envisien it as you describe it. The record reviews
-re ulsc vuludable materiul, but I feel that the depurtment is over-
leiig wnd not sufficiently discrimivating. I would rather see fowar
.04 mere detailed reviews of materizl strengly recommended by Lowndes
than centinued trewtment of everything thut hits the merket. Alsc,

L should like te sec « mere complete covering by Ren<scence of the
field it is procl-imed te cover - ®all the urts". . . material on
v-inting, ballet, the medern dunce, «nd the theutre is in crder, is
it net? In any event, this will stund up woll as « first issue, in
spite of ite locks.

A Dungerousg Thing is & gend beginning for a
ew member, and s the initiul effert of « new publishor it is excel-
tent. Give us mere drufts nf the Pierian, Bill, cften. And thanks
for the membership c.rd; it is Deatly executed «nd & pleusaint snrt of
thing for you te huve drnated te the gIroup. '

Fan-Teds, as I find less
uad less time tr keep up with tho FAPA m.jlings, bzcrmes lcss .und leas
gripping. It is still « gnng publicaticn, extremely well-cxeciied,
but I feel that twenty pages (Fut ~f twenty-feur) slauntod teward “ons
203 Fapsns increase the srgginess ~f this purticular leaf, the 3-d
msiling. I weruld much rather sce a smaller publicutiern dircctceyg
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g-1uly towsrd Vangusrd o ut le-st & g~mewh:t larger preporiisa of a~u-
f.aity in Fun-Tnds. Gripe rver. Wonders of Wen-Acclmulatien is de-
lightful. ‘

Temper is nntable this issue for the best crver in the
msiling, f~r the preumble to the discussion ~f The Resprnsibility
~f Perpl3s abd the essay ~n pipe-smrkers (which will probably g°
unappreciated in a pred~minantly male audience.) .The prem is Dot
n~table, and Gansevrrrt St. did not quite come ~ff, but the issue
.s &« whrle is enjryable, und I am ccostrained to remark ~n the re-
mapkable strides Judy makes from issuve to hssue. Keep it up. Va

continues excellept. One smt ~f tukes the ~fficial ~rpup f~r granted
“nd fails tr ccmment therern - but if it were not ge~d, there weould

be hewls of protest. VA has been ccnsistently. meatly and efficiont-
ly put trgether; the necessary infermati~n i8 1eudily available and
the cccasirnal bits ~f prana e~ cdds and cods
thr~wp in depurtment- §F TR TITTTN ally are werth-
while, The seatirn called N~tes, cone-
tributed f~r the entire membership's
delectutirn by Nermap Q. Lowndes

is a joy. : 8c that winds up
the issue, sr it I oo i wag fun in the do-
ing, s~ please Vv / wruld yez leave me
kn~w What y~u think ~f it} v And t~ thipk

\ staring them in
pecple theought 1
~nly say Horroréf

: \understand? HORRORS!
. @DD @G

th.t with ny style
the teeth, srme
was Blish! I can
Hrrrrrs! Do ynu

(It has been
guggested thati

a year ag~ wheh
1 was yapping
_brut - what was
it? - fapart zng
fanudes, I '
w~uldn't even
heve liked /ﬁ
this, much less:
printed it. \
Mebbesr, ’

o

Be that a8

it may, this
year 1 think
it falls in-
t~ an entire-
ly different
cutegrry, and
I LI¥KE it. I
give it ue
gy~ oL with
2y 0'os31Dge)

mebbe,

)
4 S P
':‘-\’E’—- cadstoo! N> )

Ve s @O e p—

Gh~rd blcss y~u all, and t~ all a grrd knight,
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Crnt, frrm puge 3 hus underg~ne the proccedure by which industrial-
E(Stge herces agegmadg. Lewis is well aware of it; vnlike most critical
novelists he has realised that standardization is more than & minor
Janger to be conquered by writing about it. He has observed our new .
archetypes with the historical eye which knows the backward reaches ©
tne thin red line,,.In Germany Henry Ford was a creator of values, the
hero of the UFA movie Metropolis; in England he was Progressj Lewis
knew him instead as an Alger hero, risen from the ranks to make himself
rich, the rest of us happy, and incidentally to contribute one more ui-
iversally ownable item to the procsss of subtraction from the individ-
val perscbality. : )

" o heroism by addition or by magnification is possible
in the literary sense, once that comfortable blanket of uniformity
which Walter Bagehot foreshadewed. so long ago in Sir Robert Peel has
settled upon the pecple in the story. Babbitt was the last, and possi-
ble himself only because Lewis understood these matters thoroughly, un-
derstocd that no criticism, no sarcusm, RO petulant complaint could re-
tard the ccnsummaticn and gubsequent worship of the interchangable, and
the zssociated shibboleths over which Philip Wylie sputters. The pro
cess from that peint on is subtraction. The hero ‘18 withdra®n from the
miliew #sther than pumped up to dominate it. The withdrawal at first
is physical, accomplished in perscn by such men as Emerson and Heary
James, then for the firat time in books by the Byrons and the Poes.

The inevituble sequel is a withdrawal of attributes. The hero beccmes
less human, less than human. Humaniem sets in, the cultivation of the
interior i1lluminaticn at the expense of the exterior perscnality. Aft-
er cnly a shert period such figures as Huxley's Mr. Propter and 3Sebus-
tian Barnuck appear, feet treuding something that might be cur-Barth if
enly the auther would let ue see it, emoticns ghutt ling to and fre a-
mong metaphysical labyrinths and meral ambiguities - and becdies acted
upcn by the cutside, passively receiving whatever the unreal vicissi-
tudes of reality might bring. .

' At the inceptiocn cof the humanitarian
mythos, natural fungeid fuzz oo the surface of the blanket, the German-
ic harres have made their lnst 8tand in the comic benks, Whea Batman
and Doc Savage have disappeared feor grnd, the first circle cof the thin
rod line will be ccmpletes

And the shrewd histcrian will watch sharply
f~r the beginnings ~f new archetypes-by-additicn, frr the figures che-
sen f~r this magnificat~rry treatment will tell him in detail the course
~f the new epnch,

- Marous Ly~ns
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“Himself a pious motorist, Babbitt cranked with the uanseen driver,
with him waited through taut hcurs for the roar of the starting engine,
with him agonized as the roar ceased and again began the infernal
patient spap-ah-ah -- a round, flat scund, a shivering, cold-morning
sound, a sound infuriating and inescapable. Not till the rising veice
of the motor told him that the Ford was moving was he relessed frem
the panting tensicn. He glanced at his fuverite tree, and fumbled for
gsleep us for a drug. He who had beeun a boy very credulous of life was
no lenger greatly interested in the possible and imprcbable adventures
of each new day.

"He escaped from reality t9ill the ularm cleck rang,
4t _seven-twenty." ----- Babbitt, Sinclair lewis
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*ﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂi. Guests)frﬂm the ~utlunds and cut-nf-state have bech fcund
lying under tubles, cr~uching in cnrners, and hewling beneath the
wind~ws -- Russ Wilsey, Williamchick Wilimczyk, (probably), Jane and
Russell Chauvenst, John Hellis ¥us~n, Art Saha, various friends,
gsilors, wnd red-headed crusins, including Max Koncklein, Judy's
fother-in-luw, the Charlie Cclecords, that chic sheik Shaw's.chic chick,
Rrsemary, w«nd «lsr, ~f crurse, the W~llheims. Or have I aaid that?

There have been excuréi~ns to urt galleries, Ccney Island,
the pier up ~n Gunsev~ert St. ivery remantic), S~uth Crange, the
Chambers St. ferry, Brrrklyn (in this cuse a hamlet in Pennsylvania),
the Dragrn Inn, and the Jumble Shepj all pluces dear to every/scme
New Ycrkers and/eor Futurians.,

Gaiety has been, tn crin a phrase, more than scmewhat; and
there have ulgs~ been trrrid swoltering dripping duys and nights when
summer in New Yrrk seemed a veritable hell; and the cockrraches, es-
pecially of lute, have moved in and tuken cover the area; abd the rail-
r~ad truins directly ucrrss frem ~ur windrws have c~ntributed tr the
he.daches induced by the crmpressed air drills; but the ins~mnia and
the dirt and the n~ise and the bugw have always given way to gaicty
again., It's been, all in all, a gr~d summer, and the curi~us c~n-
structi~n which I have tried t~ sketch belnw, the seeming guillrtine
behind the railr~ud trucks zcrrss the street, is a sad-grrtesqus
symbrl ~f the end ~f this incredible summer,

The apparent displucement is abrut t~ becrme real, and
Parallax will shrrtly be diss~rlved. Lging in bed, watching the red
eye ~f the R A lantern ~n
the tracks,
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Temper! was very good Ilndeed In spots, Judy. Tempe was

not nearly as goad as its blurb, mostly beseuse I disagreec so violently with meny -

of the thines you say., For instance, I would NOT have underteken the translation
of the Pound article, even though it was written twenty years ago, unless I be-
1ieved that in his discussion of Flaubert and Joyce he had something a good deal
more interesting to say than the kind of material which f111s newspapers. That
kind of writing is dead the next day; literature, and literary comment, are not
so short-1ived, I think you would do well to re-examine the grounds on which

you assess the mPterial you read - or dismiss as not "up-to-date" enough to read,
Judy. Temporization should have supplied the suldebook. I'm still wandering in
the mazes, Tempter? The incorruptible Wollheim and the even more incorruptible
¥ichel seam to have left you walking down those "evil paths" along with the rest
of us ordinary mortals - teking a good hefty swing at our budgets as they did so.
Tourh., Temperament 1S hardly what T would conslder a psychological study; one
brief glimpse is afforded of the essential heartlessness of childhood, but that's
about as far as 1t goes: only moderoately well written. Tememerity, I should say,
erected a glass cage, rather than a glass house, Tempora makes up for all the
failings, major And minor, in the rcst of the 1issue, ",. And the Pursult of
HappineSS" 1s one of the best thlngs I have ever read in this or any other mail-
ing, end you are to be most heartily coneratulrted, Judy. In spite of my numer-
ous criticisms, an excellent publication, and s always, 1t shows the most marked
and most amazing advance over the previous lssue,

As fTor the Supplement ~ query:
how meny replies did you pet on Hear Ye!! Hear Yell? I'm very curlous. I expect
that no one with an ounce of true apa blood in his veins cooperated. . . Also,
SciencexFictlon had better be good, baby., After all these months of suspense. . .
I personally ~xpect something terrific.

discrete . . . I thought it was a pretty
good 1ssue,

Stefantesy is a source of particular joy to me. Danner hes become
in & very brief period one of the most dependable contributors to Vanguard; his
materinrl 1s consistently neat and slmost elweys interesting, The advertisements
sre always funnv, Keep it up, Bill: you're doing gooder and gooder.

Renascence
looks good, 1s good, Hot: An Inauest I found very interestirg, but - of course -
I differ strongly. This i1s not to sey that I agree with Leaney's article, which I
carry this issue. 1 disagree with both of them. &nd (how Lowndes is going to
chastise me for -n unspecific comment!) if I get ambition enough I will orgenlize
my disegreements into an article, I have not the spece to attempt to throw my
refutation in here, Beautifully written, as always., Rccordla gets better and
better, as Lowndes departs from the usual music colyum terminology, 2nd lets his
own highly distinctive judements ses print in hls oWn more and more distinctive
style. The Workshop cover page 1is very nttrective end effective, &and the Work-
cshop section itself has a numb-r of things well-suited to the intent of this pub-
lication - which, since it aims much higher thon anything else In Vanguard, must
be judged by much stricter standards. The Prologue to Masks 1s asmeaningful and
tellingly put as Masks I is not. Masks I 1s not wholly bed, but it seems to me
to have major werkn-sses: 1t 1s wordy, contrived in at least one spot (the "rock-
et-ships" comparisen) and only occasionrlly effective - &8s in ' tightly-meshed
coordinates of dayd The short plece by Lyons maede good reading. More good flc-
tion, if it cAn be procured, and a slightly less strong accent on poetry and music
would strengthen Renascence; material on the drama and the dance 1s also certainly
in order. Shaft I found unconvincing 8s I do almost all of Pohl's work . . . good
enough but - again I must use the word - contrived, Sostman's The ¥verlasting
Exiles, on the other hend, wes a real pocm. )

Vanguard Amateur more than fulfilled
1ts function. Lowndes do~s this sert of thing so well, thet I hereby declare that
I think he should go on doing it for another yeer. Now that the back-bretking
lebor of the organizational yeer is past, whet could be more fitting? O good and
faithful menager, well-done! Do 1t some more.

And that docs it for this 1ssue. .
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